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REMARKS 

Claims 1-6 are pending in this application. Claims 1-6 have been amended, without 
prejudice, to expedite prosecution, and thus for reasons unrelated to patentability. Support for 
the amended claims can be found throughout the Specification, for example in the original 
claims. 
Novelty 

The Office has rejected Claims 1-6 under 35 USC 102 as being anticipated by Kanomi 
(US Patent No. 5,921,774). In order to anticipate a claim, the prior art reference must teach 
every element of the claim. 

With respect to each of the present anchors of amended claims 1 to 6, the piercing 
portions pierce only a gingival and/or mucous membrane so as to fit their ends onto a surface of a 
bone. Therefore, the anchor can be easily anchored and removed. The piercing portions of 
Kanomi 's anchor cannot be easily anchored and removed because they are screwed into a maxilla 
(jawbone). 

Further, in each of the present anchors, the connection portion elastically biases the 
piercing portions toward a bone so as to fit the piercing portions onto a surface of a bone and 
clamp the bone therebetween. The piercing portions of Kanomi's anchor are screwed into a 
maxilla. The piecing portions must be connected to separate members (chains and so on) fitted 
onto a tooth. 

Especially with respect to the anchors of amended claim 4, the piercing portions are 
directed outward in an expansion direction of the connection portion, so that the piercing 
portions elastically biased by the connection portion is fitted onto a surface of a bone. The 
piercing portions of Kanomi's anchor in Fig. 27, screwed into a maxilla, are connected to a rapid 
expansion appliance serving as a connection portion, and not elastically biased. Further, the 
piercing portions are bolts, which are directed perpendicular to the expansion direction of the 
connection portion. 

Therefore, Kanomi does not anticipate the claims and the claims should be allowed. 
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Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing, Applicant respectfully requests that this application be passed to 
issuance. If any points remain that can be resolved by telephone, the Examiner is invited to 
contact the undersigned at the below-given telephone number 

Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, or 
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-1410. 



Respectfully submitted, 

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 



Dated: ^l7^I_^^ 
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